Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Sessions

The Universal Periodic Review "has great potential to promote and protect human rights in the darkest corners of the world.” — Ban Ki-
moon, UN Secretary-General

The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a unique process which involves a review of the human rights records of all 192 UN Member
States once every four years. The UPR is a State-driven process, under the auspices of the Human Rights Council, which provides the
opportunity for each State to declare what actions they have taken to improve the human rights situations in their countries and to fulfil
their human rights obligations. As one of the main features of the Council, the UPR is designed to ensure equal treatment for every country
when their human rights situations are assessed.

The UPR was created through the UN General Assembly on 15 March 2006 by resolution 60/251, which established the Human Rights
Council itself. It is a cooperative process which, by 2011, will have reviewed the human rights records of every country. Currently, no other
universal mechanism of this kind exists. The UPR is one of the key elements of the new Council which reminds States of their
responsibility to fully respect and implement all human rights and fundamental freedoms. The ultimate aim of this new mechanism is to
improve the human rights situation in all countries and address human rights violations wherever they occur.

UPR Sessions

According to the Human Rights Council’s “institution-building package”, the Universal Periodic Review Working Group will hold three
two-week sessions per year. During each session 16 countries will be reviewed, therefore 48 countries per year and 192 countries by 2011,
or the entire UN membership over the course of the first UPR cycle (2008-2011). On 21 September 2007, the Human Rights Council
adopted a calendar detailing the order in which the 192 UN Member States will be considered during the first four-year cycle. Each review
is facilitated by groups of three States, or “troikas”, who act as rapporteurs.

14th session (22 October-5 November 2012)
13th session (21 May-4 June 2012)
12th session (3-14 October 2011)

11th session (2-13 May 2011)

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRMain.aspx



http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=A/RES/60/251&Lang=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRMain.aspx

Contact UN Human Rights Council

OHCHR address: Postal address:

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Palais Wilson Palais des Nations

52 rue des Paquis CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

CH-1201 Geneva, Switzerland.

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) welcomes your queries. However, we advise you to follow the
guidelines set out below. Otherwise it may not be possible to respond to your queries.
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General inquiries: Telephone: +41 22 917 9220
Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org

Technical inquiries related to the OHCHR website: Email: webmanager@ohchr.org
Please use this address for technical queries only as we will not reply
to non-technical issues.

Media Inquires/Interview Requests Telephone: +41 22 917 9383
Email: Press-Info@ohchr.org

National Institutions and Regional Mechanisms Section Email: nationalinstitutions@ohchr.org
Gianni Magazzeni, gmagazzeni@ohchr.org
Coordinator, National Institutions Unit

Civil Society Section Telephone: +41 22 917 9656
Mail: civilsociety@ohchr.org

Donor and External Relations Section Telephone: +41 22 917 93 17
Email: dexrel@ohchr.org
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